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DR. FRANKLIN EUGENE McCAIN, SR.
January 3,1941 - January 9,2014

THURSDAY,JANUARY 16,2014
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University
1601 East Market Street
Greensboro, North Carolina 27411
MEMORIAL SERVICE
Richard B. Harrison Auditorium
10 a. m.

FRIDAY,JANUARY 17,2014
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3400 Beatties Ford Road
Charlotte, North Carolina 28216
FAMILY VISITATION
Noon until 2 p.m.
FUNERAL SERVICE
2 p.m.
INTERMENT
Oaklawn Park Cemetery
1615 Oaklawn Avenue
Charlotte, North Carolina 28216

OFFICIATING
Sandra Hughes
Professor of Journalism, North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University
Former WFMY News 2 Anchor

PRELUDE
Drorester Alexander
Pianist
PROCESSIONAL
POSTING OF THE COLORS
Army and Air Force ROTC
OPENING PRAYER
The Reverend Dr. Diane Givens-Moffett
Pastor, Saint James Presbyterian Church
MUSICAL SELECTION
North Carolina A&T Fellowship Gospel Choir
Ron Jones, Director
WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS
Patricia Miller Zollar
Chair, North Carolina A&T State University Board of Trustees
TH E HOLY SCRIPTURES
The Reverend Dr. M. Gray Clark
Pastor, Presbyterian Church of the Cross
Old Testament - Psalm 26
New Testament - 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Mrs. Hughes

PROCLAMATION
Mrs. Miller Zollar

.,

OFFICIAL TRIBUTES
The Honorable Nancy Vaughan
Mayor, City of Greensboro
Peter Hans
Chair, University of North Carolina Board of Governors
UNIVERSITY TRIBUTES
Claudette Bennett
Chair, North Carolina A&T Alumni Association Inc. Board of Directors
Canisha Cierra Turner
President, North Carolina A&T Student Government Association
CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS TRIBUTES
George Clopton
Chair, International Civil Rights Center and Museum Board of Directors
J ibreel Khazan
Member, A&T Four
Joseph A. McNeil
Member, A&T Four
MUSICAL SELECTION
North Carolina A&T Fellowship Gospel Choir
Mr. Jones, Director
FRIENDS AND FAMILY TRIBUTES
Erskine B. Bowles
Chancellor Emeritus, The University of North Carolina
The Honorable Henry E. Frye, Sr.
Retired Chief Justice, Supreme Court of North Carolina

FRIENDS AND FAMILY TRIBUTES, CONTINUED
Velma R. Speight-Buford
Chair Emerita, North Carolina A&T State University Board of Trustees
Edward B. Fort
Chancellor Emeritus, North Carolina A&T State University
Franklin E. McCain, Jr.
The McCain Family
VIDEO PRESENTATION
MUSICAL SELECTION
North Carolina A&T Fellowship Gospel Choir
Mr. Jones, Director
ADDRESS
Harold L. Martin, Sr.
Chancellor, North Carolina A&T State University
CLOSING REMARKS
Mrs. Miller Zollar
BENEDICTION
The Reverend Dr. Givens-Moffett
RETIREMENT OF THE COLORS
Army and Air Force ROTC
RECESSIONAL
POSTLUDE
Mr. Alexander

When Great Trees Fall
When great trees fall,
rocks on distant hills shudder,
lions hunker down
in tall grasses,
and even elephants
lumber after safety.
When great trees fall
in forests,
small things recoil into silence,
their senses
eroded beyond fear.
When great souls die,
the air around us becomes
light, rare, sterile.
We breathe, briefly.
Our eyes, briefly,
see with
a hurtful clarity.
Our memory, suddenly sharpened,
examines,
gnaws on kind words
unsaid,
promised walks
never taken.
Great souls die and
our reality, bound to
them, takes leave of us.
Our souls,
dependent upon their
nurture,
now shrink, wizened.
Our minds, formed
and informed by their
radiance,
fall away.
We are not so m.uch maddened
as reduced to the unutterable ignorance
of dark, cold
caves.

And when great souls die,
after a period peace blooms,
slowly and always
irregularly. Spaces fill
with a kind of
soothing electric vibration.
Our senses, restored, never
to be the same, whisper to us.
They existed. They existed.
We can be. Be and be
better. For they existed.
Many small trees will grow
To maturity and give shade
And oxygen and beauty
To the world
Because of the life,
Courage and inspiration of
Mr. Franklin McCain.
Our world is indebted
To this great hero!

- Written by Maya Angelou©

F

ranklin Eugene McCain
Sr., a pioneer for justice,
transitioned to eternal life
on January 9,2014, to be with his
wife Bettye, who preceded him in
death. Dr. McCain had dedicated
his life to family and service.
Born January 3, 1941, to
Warner E. McCain and Mattie M.
McCain in Union County, N.C.,
McCain grew up in Washington,
D.C., where he graduated from
Eastern High School in 1959.
McCain enrolled at North
Carolina Agricultural and
Technical State University (then
A&T College) and graduated in
1964 with a Bachelor of Science
degree in chemistry and biology.
While .matriculating at A&T,
McCain realized the wheels of
justice were turning in the right
direction for only a few and the
masses were being eliminated
from the process. He, along with
three classmates Ezell Blair Jr.
(now Jibreel Khazan), Joseph A.
McNeil and David L. Richmond,
decided to make a statement
against the segregation and
injustices that prevailed in the
United States. They strategically
planned to make a difference and

on a cool Monday in February
1960, they began to implement
their plan by walking that
long mile from the campus to
the EW. Woolworth Store in
downtown Greensboro. The
courageous A&T Four (later
known as the Greensboro Four)
sat at the "whites only" lunch
counter. This bold move served
as a catalyst and a springboard
for other sit-ins to take place in
cities across North Carolina and
the nation.
Because of their brave act, the
Woolworth store was prompted
to integrate the lunch counter
five months later. Additionally,
the Greensboro episode-as
proclaimed by most-had
the greatest impact, inviting
national publicity and inspiring
a heightened level of activism
among college students and
other youths. In the same
year, the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee, one
of the most effective civil rights
groups, was born in Southern
black colleges.
To commemorate the action
of these young men, a portion
of the lunch counter from

Tough times never last, but tough people do!
~

DR. ROBERT H. SCHULLER

the Woolworth store is now on
exhibit at the Smithsonian's
National Museum of American
History in Washington, D.C.,
and the site of the store in
Greensboro, N.C., is occupied
by the International Civil Rights
Museum. It is an honor for
Franklin McCain to have his
legacy remembered in the city
where he grew up and the one
where he attended school and
dared to make a difference.
A year after graduating from
A&T, he married his Bennett
College sweetheart, Bettye Davis,
who shared his desire to correct a
wrong and who also participated
in the civil rights demonstration.
Franklin and Bettye moved to
Charlotte and had three sons:
Franklin Jr., Wendell and W.
Bertrand.
McCain was employed at
Hoechst-Celanese Corporation
in Charlotte as a chemist. His
analytical skills were recognized
and he was tapped to become
a section leader in its home
furnishings fibers division. He
ultimately was promoted to senior
executive at the same company.

McCain became a member of
Memorial United Presbyterian
Church where he gave freely
of his talents and resources. He
was an inspiration to everyone
he met. He never boasted of his
accomplishments, but always
remained humble and forever
encouraging others to rise to
their fullest potential.
Although McCain never ran for
public office, he was a mentor
for those who aspired to serve.
He instilled in them a zest for
always believing in who they
were and what they could do
and to never settle for anything
less. He was a role model, not
only for his children but for
their friends who would often
visit his home to sit and talk
with him and to learn about the
real meaning of being true to
yourself and your convictions.
McCain and his wife Bettye
continued their fight for justice
in Charlotte and worked
tirelessly with the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, Incorporated. Franklin
served as chairman of the North
Carolina Regional Committee,

which sponsored statewide events
to raise funds for the NAACP
LDF Fund Inc.
McCain's work did not go
unnoticed. He has been
recognized and honored by
numerous organizations across this
state and nation. He was awarded
an honorary doctorate from his
alma mater, North Carolina A&T
State University, in 1994, for his
contribution to the civil rights
movement.
Some of his numerous awards
and recognitions include The
Nancy Susan Reynolds Award
for Advocacy, Humanitarian
of the Year Award from North
Carolina NAACP, The Order
of the Long Leaf Pine from
Governor J ames Martin, Pioneer
for Freedom Award from
Memorial Presbyterian Church,
Drum Major for Justice Award
for Civil Rights from the SCLC
Women, Legend Award of the
Rainbow PUSH Coalition and
. Citizenship Education Fund from
Jesse Jackson and Martin Luther
King, and the Nabisco Brands,
Incorporated listing of Famous
Black American Leaders.

.J

McCain's academic excellence
was manifested as he served as
chairman of the board of trustees
at North Carolina A&T State
University, and on the boards of
Bennett College, North Carolina
Central University and the
University of North Carolina
Board of Governors. The latter
penned a resolution on June
14,2013, honoring him for his

longstanding and loyal services to
the university and to the State of
North Carolina.
McCain made time to volunteer
with many groups-two of those
as a valued member and serving as
sire archon and chairman of the
Membership Council of Sigma Pi
Phi Fraternity and as chairman of
the Black Political Caucus.

To the world, he was a civil rights pioneer who,
along with his three classmates, dared to make a
difference by starting the sit-in movement at the
EW. Woolworth store in Greensboro, N.C.
To us, he was "Daddy"- a man who deeply loved
his family and cherished his friends. We will
forever treasure the wonderful memories that we
have and be thankful for all that he did for us and
for his fellow man.
Truly, a giant has fallen. Charlotte will feel it,
North Carolina A&T State University will feel
it, The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, Incorporated will feel it, North Carolina
will feel it, and the Nation will feel the impact of
this fallen giant.
God rest the soul of this courageous giant, this
pioneer, this civil rights advocate, this orator, this
champion for justice, this brave man who sat so
others could forever stand.

The Aggie family mourns the loss ofDr. Franklin McCain. His contributions to this university, the city of Greensboro and
the nation as a civil rights leader are without measure. His legacy will live on in the hearts and minds ofAggies and friends
throughout the world
HAROLD L. MARTIN, SR.
Chancellor of North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University

I grew up in Greensboro. I vividly remember the Woolworth sit-in and the courageous part Franklin McCain played in it.
Franklin was an inspirational role model and became a dear personal friend. What I think people should remember most
about Franklin is that his courage and commitment to doing what was right didn't end at Woolworth's. That commitment
continued throughout his life, and he channeled it in ways that really mattered, particularly in his service and devotion to
our University and to higher education. North Carolina has lost a true giant.
THOMAS W. "TOM" ROSS
President of The University of North Carolina

The death ofcivil rights leader Franklin McCain is a tremendous loss for North Carolina and our country. As a young
student in 1960, Franklin's courage to sit at a lunch counter where he was not welcomed helped spark a movement that
changed the course ofour history. Franklin was an inspiration to me, and I am deeply saddened by the loss ofa man Chip
and I were honored to call a friend Our thoughts, prayers and sincere condolences are with his family at this difficult time.
THE HONORABLE JANET "KAY" HAGAN
United States Senator (D-N.C.)

Franklin McCain made his mark on American history in 1960 with a simple act ofextraordinary courage. The selfless
actions ofMcCain and the other three North Carolina A&T students were only the beginning of what became a national
moment ofnonviolent protest that changed our country. McCain continued his education at N. C. A&T, graduating
with degrees in biology and chemistry. Although social progress can seem slow, McCain never gave up on his native North
Carolina, living and working in Charlotte for 35 years before returning to Greensboro. His death follows a life ofservice to
his community and is a true loss for our state.
THE HONORABLE PATRICK LLOYD "PAT" McCRORY
Governor of North Carolina

Daddy held A&T in the highest regard For him, A&T represented the place where his courage to make a difference was
born, nurtured and solidified His love for A&T remained in his heart his whole life.
FRANKLIN E. MCCAIN, JR.
Eldest Son

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The McCain family is deeply appreciative of
the many condolences and acts of kindness
during this time of bereavement. The family
requests that in lieu of flowers, contributions
be made to the McCain Family Scholarship
Fund. Make checks payable to North Carolina
A&T University Foundation, 200 North
Benbow Road, Greensboro, NC 27411.
PALLBEARERS
Melvin "Skip" Alston
Bernard Bell
Charles Blackmon
Rudolph Clark, Jr.
Don Massenburg
Mark Oglesby
Floyd Smith
Chuck Wallington
Terrence Williams
ARRANGEMENTS
Arrangements by Alexander Funeral Home
1424 Statesville Avenue
Charlotte, North Carolina 28206
704-333-1167
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